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Have you ever watched someone, typically an 
older man, walking up and down a beach, 
park, or open field with a metal detector 
searching for treasure and thought to yourself, 
“What a waste of time”? Granted, I suspect 
most such expeditions end in frustration with 
nothing more than lost pocket change to show 
for the hours of sweeping back and forth, but 
not always. In fact, the father and son pair of 
David and Andrew Whelen of North York-
shire, England, who on one last sweep of a 
recently ploughed field, found a buried Viking 
treasure after having only found 90 metal but-
tons during previous attempts. 
 
The Daily Mail reported the find as follows: 
"It was a last resort really," said David 
Whelan, 60. "We have been in that field 
several times.  We were sweeping and then 
I got a signal. I took a couple of shovels of 
soil and there was a stronger signal. I just 
kept digging. A ball of earth rolled out of 
the side of the hole and I could see a coin 
stuck in it." As they kept digging they uncov-
ered what today is called the 'Harrogate hoard' 
which includes a decorated gilt and silver cup, 
617 silver coins, a solid gold arm ring, brooch 
pins and various lumps of unworked silver 
worth close to $1 million. Not a bad haul for a 
couple old guys with a metal detector. 
 
Speaking of finding treasure, let me share with 
you about someone in our church who re-
cently uncovered a priceless treasure. A few 
days after Jewel  Hesteande went home to be 
with our Lord, Arlena Cude, her daughter, was 
going through her mother’s papers in prepara-
tion for her  funeral, when she uncovered a 
hand-written note on a piece of notebook 
paper. Immediately, she recognized her 
mother’s handwriting and read with great in-
terest as her mother recounted in pencil her 
spiritual journey which led to her personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ her Lord. 
 
Jewel shared how as a child she responded to 
an invitation at a revival service in Duncan, 
Oklahoma and was baptized in a creek. As her 
story unfolded she testified to a stirring in her 
heart as a young mother when she realized she 
had never really given herself completely to 
the Lord. On April 16, 1954 she publicly con-
fessed her faith and was baptized as a vivid 
testimony of her firm resolve to love and fol-
low Jesus for the rest of her days. As Arlena 
held this treasure in her hands a deep calm and  

 
comfort rested on her heart and soul, as she 
reflected on her mother’s faith journey that led 
just hours before to her mother’s entrance into 
the presence of her Lord. Talk about a price-
less treasure, knowing the one you love is safe 
in the arms of the Lord. 
 
John, one of Jesus’ closest friends and confi-
dants, wrote, “I write these things to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
that you may know that you have eternal 
life” (1 John 5:13 ESV).  You see, Jesus does 
not want us to sit, hope, and wonder if we will 
go to heaven when we die; He died and rose 
again to make sure that we would KNOW 
without a doubt that our eternal destiny rests 
securely in His nail-scarred hands. To drive 
home this point, Jesus declared: “I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and 
no one will snatch them out of my 
hand.  My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all, and no one is able 
to snatch them out of the Father's 
hand” (John 10:28-29 ESV). Yes, our salva-
tion rests not our ability to hold on to Jesus, 
but His ability to hold onto us. I think we rest 
in good hands, don’t you? 
 
So, do those closest to you know your testi-
mony about your personal encounter and rela-
tionship with Jesus? Why not sit down today 
and write your testimony and leave to the gen-
erations a priceless treasure of comfort and 
hope. If you don’t have a story to share, Jesus 
waits just a prayer away. Trust Jesus and dis-
cover life as it was meant to be both now and 
forever. 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received April 30: $26,134 

Month-to-date Recei,ved:  $122,382 

Building Fund 

Received April 30: $1,485 

Month-to-date Received: $14,849 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

Sunday, April 30 

Sunday School Attendance:  392 

 Worship Attendance:  : 478 

 

Midweek: 

ESL 28;  Meal, 178,;Preschool 36;  Children 53;  Prayer 
Meeting 45;Youth 51 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

First Connections 

Pastor David and his wife Robyn welcome all who are new 
to the church to learn about the vision, values, beliefs and 
ministries of being a member at First Decatur.  The classes 
will be held during the Sunday School hour, 9am, in the 
Admin Conference Room April 23, 30, and May 7.   

 

Paypal Kiosk 

A payment kiosk is available at the Kidz Connection 
counter in the foyer for your tithes and offerings.  Thank 
you for giving to the ministries at First. 

 

5th Sunday Offering for Paraguay Trip 

We will be taking a special offering this Sunday to help the 
Esperanza Viva church in Paraguay. We will be sending a 
mission team to help them repair their roof.  Please denote 
“Paraguay Roof” on your donation. 

 

Baby Dedication 

Sunday May 14 during the morning worship. Please con-
tact Candy Burden,or Beth Addingtion if you would like to 
have your baby dedicated. 

. 

College Graduates 

If you recently graduated or will be graduating college 
soon, we would like to know.  Please send us your name, 
degree, and college by Tuesday, May 16, to 
bree@firstdecatur.us. A listing of graduates will appear in 
the May 21 worship guide. 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ray Petty, Interim Student Pastor: ray@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




